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What we’re all about

Reach Out, Columbia is committed to
presenting the heart and works of Jesus Christ
in clarity and purity. We strive to encourage a
deeper, more steadfast love toward others as
well as provide a vehicle for the body of Christ
to come together as one voice in corporate
agreement and expression of faith.

4

Editor

S

trong women have always been part of my life.

My Portuguese immigrant grandmother taught me to be honest, laugh every day, and
never underestimate the power of coffee and cake. My Southern grandmother taught
me to love corn on the cob, grow cotton, and remain calm no matter what.
My Yankee mother taught me how to find great satisfaction in motherhood, believe in myself,
and stay married when things get rough. My Southern mother-in-love taught me to enjoy
tomato sandwiches, cook with fatback, and persevere despite profound loss.
I’ve had spiritual mentors, too. Lois, who took me under her Titus 2 wing and taught me
to share my faith, care for others, and always respond with grace and dignity. Maryann, a
young mother two children and three faith years ahead of me, who showed me how to teach
my daughters to read, share, and ask for forgiveness. And Lisa, a Connecticut Yankee, who
modeled servant leadership and taught me to value theology, tradition, and fellowship around
the table.
This is just my short list. I hope yours reads similarly. It begs the question, where would we be
without strong women in our lives?
This Mother’s Day issue of Reach Out, Columbia is dedicated to the amazing women who
have loved us, trained us, disciplined us, and prayed for us. The stories in this issue embody
their spirit of servanthood and selflessness.
Sarah Strickland, who surrendered her healing hands to the call of Africa’s Mercy Ship,
provides the inspiration for our cover story. Cathy Jacobs, whose commitment to sharing her
faith with her children and grandchildren, gives us practical tips in the article, “Leaving a
Legacy.” And April White gives a shout out to all the unrecognized peanut-butter-sandwichmakers of the world in her devotion, “Invisible Mom.”
I hope you’re encouraged and inspired by what you read within our pages. Think, be thankful,
and go hug a woman who has made an impact on your life. Happy Mother’s Day.
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